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MJWS SANTA OF CQUHHfS* TB4E 
Art Husema Has Oil of St, Rick by Vet&iim 


^r. rq ds.tr 

'Twsjpb 

ftr U j \ L_ t_ 


Bhat would Christmas naan without Sants. Claus? 

Xu Franca icily St, Rick is called Faro Roelj in Holland, Sinter Klees, and in 
Germany, Srio Ericglo or ICriatkinole, which once meant Christ Child, 

Butt whatever ha represents today is cue to a flesh end blood ami - the good Bishop 

\ 

Sankt Kikoina who lived in the Bear 3ast 1,630 years ego* tie is patron saint of sailors 
and children, 

Uickolas was the son of rich parents, vho died me loft bis an orphan* He lived 
in Panthers In Byeda, in vast is now Turkey, 

As a young ma he became a servant of God and devoted his life to helping the 
unfortunate as he gave all his wealth in charitable deeds toward aiding the poor and 
taftltute. 

Bates from Columbus 

Tho Cleveland Museum of Art is exhibiting a panel painting of *St. Bicholas, 1 * The 
tooled gold ground oil was painted by Carlo Crivelli, vho lived in Venice at the time 
Columbus discovered America. 

According to folklore a few braeb, etop^t-uotbiag 10th century patriots of the 
island city matched the body of Si, IGufe, patron of the city, from Its tomb in Alexandria, 
2gypi, la the legend the soul of the evangelist appeared la a impost driving the 
Sgyptians to shelter to give the bold Vecetleas a free run to their ships* Vhile they 
wore about it they brought along’ the body of St, KleboUe. 

Vhile on a voyago to the Holy Band, Bicholas aireculouely saved the sinking ship la 
a terriMo atom and restored life to a trio of sailers vho had been washed overboard and 
whose bodies had been recovered, ‘When he returned to Kyra he was elected a ehuroh bishop, 

Bears Bed Vestments 

To keep a poor nobleiaaa end Ms three daughters from starvation three times he tied 

gold in a handkerchief and secretly during the night threw the .gifts into a window. On 
another occasion he visited a Fagin-like inn keeper who had chopped up and pickled three 


V 


m ** 

children in & tub of brlns tm® to be servad, Aftor tmkixx; tbs s&gx of the cross over 
tfas !»ml the trio rose up alive- ana whole, 

fhe artist In the waaeum oil shows Nicholes dressed is red bishop* s vestseni* 
etWfyiag the oracles* of his office and a booh -with three gold balls, hi a attributes* 

In the Middle Ages the Gemma dressed the jovial saint in sod robes and his servant, 
Snight Bugert, gave gifts and presents to children. 

Bides White Charger 

Slater Klaas in Holland rides m & white cha rger followed l^r © retainer fma India, 
f© this day 4a 4&8terds&, the patron arrives by targe on the North Sea CamO. before the 
St* Nicholas Church in front of the Central Bail Station, The children ana sailors offer 
him bouquets of flowers, mid he rides through the streets distributing gifts, 

When the Dutch mm to the Now aiorld they brought along their Chrietoas traditions, 
and in Nsv Amsterdam, Harlem or Manhattan island they observed the castor* of St* Siok 
( giving gifts on Holy Night* The Gsrasns carried their yuleiide practices to Cleveland, 
Cincinnati, Milwaukee and other cities. 

tfear a Satie fhr Cap 

loday the venerated Santa wears the see® red fur cap, black boots and scarlet 
costs** as he has for centuries. After Moore wrote *ft#as the Night Before Christmas* a 
chimney, sleigh and the reindeer with the red^nosed Htidolph were added. 

So on Christaaii morning the rejoicing children of Cleveland find gifts left by the 
kind-hearted St* HiCk, who lived eo long, long ago. 

His aodem arrival by helicopter, While not as vooMaii&o, is a new twist to give 
speed to his vast Christ as Sve undert eking. 
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